PREPARATIONS FOR SPEAKING TEST
Part 1: PERSONAL INFORMATION

Introduce yourself

Chị giới thiệu về bản thân mình: name, age, family, …..

Công việc hiện tại: your job

Gia đình: your family 

Định hướng tương lai: your ambitious in the future

Example:

+ Introduce about yourself:

- My name is Chi. I come from IT Faculty, Ly Tu Trong College, 390 Hoang Van Thu, 4 ward, Tan Binh District.

- I would like to watch TV such as TV Show, news, Documentaries and access internet

- My interests is access internet to find out new Technology.

+ Do you use computers much? Do you think computers are good or bad for children? 

· I think using computers so much is not good for children because they make our children play game more, not concentrate to study and short-sighted

+ What kinds of things do you like reading?  

· Newspaper

+ What kinds of food do you particularly like?  

· Pho

+ Do you prefer to eat at home or in restaurants?  

· At home because I like food which is cooked by my mother 

+ What’s your favorite color? What does it stand for?  

· Blue ( it is symbol for peace

+ Do you have a large or small family? How much time do you spend with your family?  

· I have a large family, I spend about 4 hours with my family everyday.

+ In your opinion, what is a happy family? Is your family the most important thing in your life? Why/ why not?  

· My family is a happy one. Have fun together, love together

+ What’s your job? What do you like/ dislike about your job?  

· I am a teacher. I would like to become a teacher and I am a good teacher now

+ Why do you choose this profession?  

· Because I like teaching and love to share my skills to my students

+ Have you ever thought of changing your job/ career?

· No, I don’t

+ Now, where do you come from? What kind of place is it?  

· I come from HCM City, it is the most populous city of Vietnam

+ How long have you lived there? What are the advantages/ disadvantages of living in your hometown? 

· I live here since I am little? HCM City is the most populous city of Vietnam. Everyone wants to come to HCMC to work or to earn living.

+ Where would you like to live in the future?  

· I would like to live in countryside when I am older because I want to have a serene life in the future.

Part 2: TOPICS
Common Topics

1. Place

2. Education

3. Free time activities

4. Neighborhood

5. Food

6. Services

7. Health

8. Language

9. Travel

10. Daily life

11. Weather

12. Buying and selling
13. Transportation 

Suggested Answer
1. Place
Describe your hometown or city you live/like, …

· State the place

· Answer these question:

+ which place attracts people in your place?

+ what is your place famous for?

+ What type of place is it?

+ What was it like growing up there?

+Has it changed much since you were a child?

Example 1:
My hometown
In the fact, I have two hometowns. I was born in Quang Ngai province and grown up in Lam Dong province. My first hometown is lowlander, it located about 100km to south of Da Nang city. It has severe weather condition: high temperature and the sun was burning hot, one day the sun can burn from 5h30 to 18h30. From July to December, my hometown is affected by storm. So that, the local people’ life very hard. They grow rice and keep pigs, chickens and buffalo. In addition, they grow eucalyptus, it has high economic value. In Quang Ngai province has Dung Quat international port, it come into stream since end of 2008. It opens economic area and neighboring ones. 
Oppositely my first hometown, my second hometown is highland. It has comfortable weather, the average temperature is 170C and it is a quiet place. In the winter, temperature may come down 50C. It located about 24km to west-southwest of Da Lat city center. When you come to my hometown you can see more hills and more pine tree, the specific tree of low temperature area. All these add great beauty and variety to my hometown scene. The local people grow coffees, teas, avocados, persimmon and vegetables include potato, carrot, green peas, cabbage…... So that, when you come to my hometown you can eat more vegetable with low price and make the most of refresh air. Now I’m studying in Ho Chi Minh city and after graduation, I’ll come back my second hometown to find job and contribute a small part of me to develop my hometown. 

Example 2:
I was born in a beautiful urban area called (...say the name of the place where you were born and spent your childhood...) and spent my childhood as well as adolescence there. This is a small urban area in the north part of the country. After I finished my college education, I moved to the capital city of the country for the university education. I am no longer living in my hometown but I often go there to visit my parents and other family members who still live there. 

The place where I grew up is a beautiful urban area and is really a nice place to live in. It is situated besides a river and there are lots of open spaces, corn fields, paddy fields there. The green environment, comfortable weather, fresh air, scenic beauty and the simple life of people make it an ideal place. The modern facilities like internet, satellite connection, theatre, library etc are present there and yet one can stay close to nature there. The area is pollution free, quiet and has some renowned educational institutes. 

In a broader view, this urban area has not changed that much compared to the time I lived there but of course some changes have occurred over the period. Many high rising buildings can be seen nowadays including some factories and industries.

Farming was the main occupation of people which is no longer true and people now have diverse occupations. The numbers of fields and open spaces have gone down. People are widely accepting the modern technology and businesses have expanded. The motorized transportations have replaced the manual ways of travelling. The lifestyle and fashions among the teenage generation seems very different than they used to be and educational infrastructure and facility has improved significantly than the time I had been there. 

2. Education
Talk about the development of education system.

+ How is education nowadays?

+ What are good points of this system?

Main ideas: + The teachers are required to be more and more knowledgeable and well trained. ( For example, English teachers must have international certificates…)



+ The facilities of schools are modern. ( Example)

Example:

http://ideas.ted.com/what-the-best-education-systems-are-doing-right/

Education in Vietnam is considered as the worst of the world. People all around the world may know about Vietnam as a country of INTELLIGENT people because they have seen that there have been some Vietnamese students who won the high prices in many international competitions in many fields including Mathematics, Physics, Chess... But they don't know that those students are only a few in many many students in Vietnam, they are ones of scarce students who can be seen as geniuses of Vietnam. What about most of the remaining students in Vietnam? Of course there are some others who are not such outstanding but can be seen as smart ones, most of the rest have been being made ignorant day by day because of the so-called Education in Vietnam. I'm also a one who has been suffering from the impact of the education in Vietnam. I bet that, this education will last for a long time in future (about decades until 2100 - 2200), most of students will not have the best environment to improve themselves rapidly, freely with such an education policy. 

They reason that Vietnam is still developing and lacks of money for buying education equipments. But as a former student for many years, I want to say that, it's NOT the main reason for the bad education today. The main reason is the lax management in training for a good staff of teachers. The teachers today are much less qualified than the teachers in the old days, of course there are some good teachers but most of them teach at high schools, many teachers teaching at colleges and universities are bad at their profession, they are even not better than their students. So how can they teach their students??? This problem is not easy to solve at once in a few years, as I said, it may last for decades to be better enough and make the students happy with learning. What should the leaders have done to avoid this problem? Simply, they should have understood the importance of teachers training. The teachers are worth receiving high salaries (I think the average salary for teacher should be 3 times as much as today's). 

The second problem of the education in Vietnam is there are too many subjects for pupils and students to learn. Most of people are not geniuses or smart enough to 'load' so much work in a short term. There are many fields in life, we can't learn all of them, the human life is in fact a specialization. They should work in a field because they are best at that field. The specialization should be applied partly at high schools and completely at colleges and universities. 

The third problem I want to mention here is there are too many universities established in Vietnam. Universities should be places to train high qualified people. In fact most of universities in Vietnam are being commercialized, they train students for economic purpose not for educative purpose. Hence entering a university in Vietnam is not too hard if don't want to say that it's even easy. The aim of life is to work, not to enter university at any cost and after graduating, they are still not qualified enough to work in real environment. Many people in Vietnam consider having a university diploma is very important to start a career, but the importance is you are good at some field you like no matter how you have done to be so good in that field. Of course, having a chance to learn in universities can help you learn in a more standard way, but this is helpful only if your teachers are real professionals, otherwise it's less helpful and may be a waste of time. A good signal I can feel now is many enterprises in Vietnam now seem not to consider University diploma much against College diploma, they seem to care about your actual capability more than your diploma. 

There are still many things to talk about the education in Vietnam. I'm not good at English enough to express all the ideas in my mind. But all of the things I mentioned here are the main problems which still exist in the education in Vietnam and they will still do exist in many years in future. Let's see how quick it can improve. I'm very disappointed about the education in Vietnam. It has been making the Vietnam economy lag much behind the Asian economy in particular and behind the world economy in general. 

Maybe you need a good proofreader to make sure all the above sentences of mine are grammatically correct!
3. Free Time
Talk about your free time

1. What type of activities do you like to do in your free time?

2. How many advantages of these activities?

3. Is there any book you like most? What it is?
Example 1: Go shopping
The shopping center that I often go to and would like to talk about is (...tell a shopping center name from your city....). This is the largest shopping center of the city and is probably the most popular one. This shopping center is at the middle of the city and is 20 storied. You can find almost everything in this shopping center and the price and quality of the products make it a popular shopping mall where people from all classes come to shop. You name it and you can find it here; from grocery shop to 3d cinema, food court to play ground, gym and thousands of shopping shops are there. The market authority imposes a strict rule about the quality and price and that's why you can find products at a reasonable price here. The neat and clean environment, the rigid security, the arranged shops and shopping convenience are the main reasons I visit this shopping mall very often. There is a dedicated floor only for social gathering and there you can sit and talk to your friends as long as you like.

I go there almost 2-3 times in a months. If there are more shopping to do or before any festival I go there more than 2-3 times. I go there not only for shopping but also some times for social gathering, party, to have lunch or dinner or to watch a movie.

There are many positive reasons why this shopping center is popular among the visitors and shoppers including security, reasonable price, shopping convenience, position of the shopping center, and convenience of parking, open space and neat environments. The interior and exterior of the shopping mall is very attractive. In the front of the building you will find a large open space; like a big park or garden. You can seat there for a long and no one is going to ask you to go away!

Example 2: General about yourself

There are three activities I like to do in my free time. The first is cartoon. I like watch cartoons very much. I love “Total Spies” most because it is very exciting and funny. I often watch it with my friends to relax. Second, I also play football with my brother and my friends when I have free time. I often play it in our school yard. I think playing football is sport which helps us have good health and study better. Final, I like reading books best. Since reading books are good, you can learn about another culture and again your knowledge. Moreover, it is a form of entertainment, which is useful to our life. All in all, I find that if I haven’t anything to do in my free time, I will be boring. Therefore, you should also choose some activities for yourself to do, which helps you have healthy way of life.
4. Neighbours
Talk about your neighborhood relationship
1. Do you know the people who live next door to you?

2. What kind of relationship do you have?

3. How can neighbours be helpful? 
4. What kind of problems can people have with their neighbours in a big city?

Model Answer 1: 
I’m lucky, I’ve got good neighbours.  I’m going to tell you about just one of them, when we met, how often we meet and why I think he is a good neighbour who I like very much.

I live in an old house which has been converted into about eleven different flats and bedsits. I live on the top floor, which is actually the modernised attic space of the original building, there is just one other flat in this roof area.  To get to my flat, and that of my immediate next door neighbour, you have to go up a back stairway that was probably originally the servants’ staircase, I think what is now my flat and that of my neighbour’s too, must have been at one time servants’ quarters.  This means that our doorways are directly opposite one another, and we are the only people who use this entrance to the building.

I moved into the flat I live in about five or six years ago now.  It is a rented flat.  At that time the flat opposite me was empty, but a few weeks later I met a woman a little bit older than me who was busy cleaning just inside the flat, but with the door wide open.  I paused to introduce myself and talk to her.  She was really friendly, and I found out it was her son who was to be my new neighbour, she was just helping him to move in.   A bit later he, Oliver, turned up too.  He was new to the area, so I explained where all the local shops were, when the rubbish was taken out and various other little details about the practicalities of living in the property.  A couple of days later he knocked on my door and called round for a chat.  We found we got on really well.  We have a very similar sense of humour, a shared (but slightly half-hearted) interest in running, and a mutual appreciation of good food – I could recommend the deli over the road to him as a source of lovely upmarket cheeses, olives and home-made lasagne and delicious pasta and pesto sauce too.  We also both have an unfulfilled wanderlust, always plotting our next journey.  He is off to Australia soon, lucky him!

Given how close we live together, our front doors face directly onto one another, we see each other incredibly rarely.  We both have busy lives, working full time but different hours.  At weekends I tend to be out and about, and he’ll often disappear for the weekend to stay with his girlfriend.  Even so, whenever we do meet, it is always friendly, we make each other laugh.  We often end up having long conversations just chatting in the hallway outside our front doors.  I probably see him only once a fortnight or so, but we leave each other notes too from time to time if we need help with anything.

Oliver is a great neighbour, because I know I could call on him if I needed to.  We will always help each other if we can.  I dug his car out of the snow for him once as he didn’t have a shovel, but he’s returned the favour in other ways, taking in parcels for me when I’m away for example.  Because I live on my own it is really important to me to have a neighbour close by that I trust and like.  I was really sad when he told me he was planning to emigrate.  I was also really pleased for him, you have to wish someone well when they are following their dreams.  I hope my new next-door neighbour is half as nice!

[ Written by - Lucy Marris  | Careers Adviser (UK), TEFL teacher (Vietnam) ]
Model Answer 2:
Mr. Andrew John (...use a common name of your country...) is one of the neighbours whom I like very much. Since I live in an urban area, people are close to each other and maintain a strong neighbourhood relationship unlike the metropolitan area.

In our neighbor, we know almost each and every people living there, what they do, what are their updates, what are their profession and their overall personality and characteristics as well. Mr. John's house is adjacent to ours and I meet him almost every day.  Mr. John is a retired army person who is now around 50 years old. He lives in his house alone and I have never found his relatives visiting him except some old colleagues. He stays inside his house most of the time and in the evening he sits in the veranda. He is a quiet man and likes to read a lot. I have seen him coming to live in his house almost 5-6 years ago. He bought the house from our previous neighbour.

I had had several conversations with him and I often play chess with him. I like to read as well and our reading habit was the primary reason we started liking our accompany each other. I like and admire this man very much. Though at first impression he seems to be an arrogant person, but in reality he is an intelligent, calm, good-hearted and charming man. I have heard lots of stories from him. He has travelled to many different places and has lots of experience. Since I have become close to him, he refer me books that I mostly enjoy reading. He advises me whenever I seek for his guidance. He is sometimes a close friend, sometimes a mentor and sometimes a guardian. I like him because of our unclaimed friendship, his personality, honestly, morality and his great mind.  

5. Food
Talk about the advantages of eating at home.

Some advantages: 

+ preparing healthy food
+ having happy moments with our family

+ being economical 

My anwer:

Nowadays, life becomes more and more comfortable but people are busier and busier. They don't have time to prepare and cook meals at home. Someone prefers to eat fast- food or eat at food stands and restaurants. But at my point of view, I still prefer to eat at home.

Firstly, it's because each person have a private taste. Someone likes to fry eggs with nion, others like fried eggs with cheese or tomatoes. Our taste is not the same. Maybe it is affected by our family. Furthermore, with some people who like cooking or good at cooking, they always have the special secret cooking manners which make their own taste that you can't find at any restaurant. So some people can't eat out because they only like the taste of their wives' special soup.

Secondly, eating at home is one of the best ways to enhance the relationship inside your family. Life is busier and people don't have much time to share their feeling together, even though they are in a family. Image the scene that all members of your family - father, mother, brohters, sisters and you - sit around the table and enyoy the special soup that your mother cooked, everybody tell some funny stories and exchange their feelings about their own work,..It's a normal scene in your life time but it can be your memory that you always remember when you are far from home. Besides, cooking meals at home maybe a family traditional. For examples, as in my family, we always prepare and cook meals at home and we feel warmmer and happier.

Thirdly, home-cooked meals always cheaper than food in restaurant. For instance, with the money for two roasted beef dishes in an 5-star-restaurant, you can buy food for all your family in a whole week.So cooking meals at home is always one of the best ways for the housewives who want to save money.

In general, eating in always a reasonable choice for anybody.That's because You want to enjoy your private special soup or improve your relationship between members in your family, or maybe because you want to save your money. 

Chị tìm thêm trong đây:
http://www.english-test.net/forum/ftopic16390.html

6. Services

Talk about the development of public services.
You should answer some questions: 

· How important are public services in life?( Nói ngắn gọn để mở bài)

· How does the public services develop? + services of public transportation becomes better. For example, …
+ there are more and more stop stations on roads especially when raveling in long distances.

https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/rsa-blogs/2014/01/we-need-to-start-talking-about-public-service-reform-again/

“Public services should be judged by the extent to which they help citizens, families and communities to achieve the social outcomes they desire. At a time when state resources squeezed it is vital to mobilise the ‘hidden wealth’ of citizens Instead of top down targets the new tests should be about how public services can: • Help create social value for citizens and communities. • Enhance citizen autonomy, capability and resilience. • Unlock citizen resource • Support existing social networks and build collective community capacity” From Social security to social productivity, 2020 Public Services Commission
7. Health 

7.a Health body care


Talk about the development of health body care

      Main ideas:

· Introduction: People become more interested in caring their health body, which leads to the development of this

· Body: + Having more gym centers. (Lấy ví dụ)
+ Appearing more health food.
7.b Health Care system

Talk about some drawbacks of VN health care system

Main ideas:

· Introduction: A/c nói ngắn gọn về topic
· Body: + the overloading of hospital. There are not enough rooms for patients. ( Lấy ví dụ có thể là kinh nghiệm cá nhân)

+ Patients have to wait to see doctors for a long time. ( Ví dụ ) 

8. Daily Life

You should answer these questions
1. How much time do you spend at home?

2. Tell us about a day you’ve really enjoyed recently?

3. Do you like cooking?

4. What’s your favourite food?

5. Have you got any plans for this weekend?

6. What’s your favourite day of the week?

7. Are you planning to do anything special this weekend?

8. What’s your favourite part of the day?

9. Travel & Tourism 

Talk about some advantages of tourism 

For example, 

10. Weather

Talk about Hanoi Autumn

Example:
Fall is considered the most beautiful and romantic time for travellers to visit Hanoi. This season is quite short, typically from middle of September to the end of November. With the average temperature is 25 degree, Hanoi’s autumn is charming with warm sunlight, cool breeze and dry atmosphere. If you love seeing the leaves change color, enjoying some local autumn specialties such as young green rice, living slowly for a to appreciate the beauty of your life, you definitely should come to Hanoi in autumn.

11. Buying and selling

For example: Talk about multi level marketing

Network marketing becomes popular nowadays. Actually, it is one of the good ways to purchase a product if it satisfies some below requirements. The first one is the quality of products. Take Oriflame Cosmetics Company as a typical example, it is no doubt that there are more and more people using Oriflame products. The second one is the method to reaching customers. Nobody can deny friendly sellers with good products. 
12. Transportation 
Talk about some advantages of bikes

Suggested answers:

+ being good for health

+ being economical

+ enjoying air 

We're continuing our look at smart ways to start saddling up and using bicycles for real transportation.

We've always taken the greenness of bike transport as a given. But if you're just getting started — or perhaps trying to convince an employer that bicycle commuting is a good thing — we've rounded up a dozen reasons to leave that car in the driveway and start covering pavement on two wheels. Let's ride!

1) It's easier to finance a new bicycle than a new car. Thanks to the recession, auto loans are hard to find these days — even if you have good credit. But for the price of a single car payment, you can buy a well-made bicycle that should outlast most cars. Add a few hundred dollars more for rain gear, lights and accessories, and you have all-weather, anytime transportation.

2) A bicycle has a tiny manufacturing footprint when compared to a car. All manufactured goods have environmental impact, but bicycles can be produced for a fraction of the materials, energy and shipping costs of a car.

3) Bicycles produce no meaningful pollution when in operation. Bikes don't have tailpipes belching poisonous fumes into the atmosphere. They also eliminate the oil, fuel and hydraulic fluids dripped by automobiles onto the road surface — which means less toxic runoff into local waterways.

4) Bikes save taxpayers money by reducing road wear. A 20-pound bicycle is a lot less rough on the pavement than a two-ton sedan. Every bicycle on the road amounts to money saved patching potholes and resurfacing city streets.

5) Bicycles are an effective alternative to a second car. Perhaps you're not in a position to adopt a bicycle as primary transportation. But bikes make great second vehicles. You can literally save thousands of dollars a year using a bicycle for workday commuting and weekend errands in households which might otherwise be forced to maintain two cars.

6) Using a bike for transportation can help you lose weight and improve your overall health. The health benefits of regular aerobic exercise are well-known. Depending on your riding style and local road conditions, you could easily burn 600 calories an hour through brisk cycling. Most bike commuters report losing 15 to 20 pounds during their first year in the saddle without changing their eating habits.

7) You can store a dozen bicycles in a single automobile-sized parking place.Parking lots have enormous environmental and financial impact, particularly in urbanized areas. The more bikes you can get on the road, the fewer parking spaces you need to build.

8) Bicycles don't burn gasoline. Fuel is cheap compared to last year, and the economic downturn is likely to keep a lid on petroleum demand for a while. But we're not producing any more oil today than we were when it was more than $100 a barrel. A healthy bike culture will help ease pressure on supply once demand returns.

9) Bicycling may be faster and more efficient than taking a car. We're not talking about the crazy — and illegal — antics of New York bicycle messengers. But bikes are often faster than cars in urban areas, especially when city designers have set aside proper bike lanes. There's nothing more satisfying as a bicycle commuter than breezing past a long line of gridlocked traffic.

10) Bikes cost much less to maintain and operate than automobiles. You'll never throw a rod on a bicycle, and dropping a transmission on a bike usually means replacing a bent derailleur hanger or worn-out chain. Bicycles do require service, but you can learn to perform most of it yourself. Even if you have a shop do things for you, costs will be trivial compared to a car.

11) Bicycles provide mobility for those who may not qualify or afford to drive.Not everyone can get a driver's license (or wants one), and the cost of purchasing, insuring and maintaining a car is out of reach for a lot of people. Almost everyone can afford some sort of bike. Other than walking, bicycles are the most cost-effective transportation on the planet.

12) Studies show that bicycle commuters are healthier, more productive, and require less time off at work. This is why most enlightened employers are eager to accommodate commuting cyclists. Healthy workers are better workers — and that's good for the bottom line. Bikes are smart business.

http://tienganhb1.langhove.com/bai-viet/tai-lieu-thi.html
